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As we journey through Lent, celebrate Mothering Sunday and finally
Easter Day, let us look forward to Spring and the opportunities that
present themselves for working together in the Woughton Parish.

Sometimes, things after all don’t go from bad to worse;
Sometimes the sun shines bright through clouds;
Some years, green thrives, the crops don’t fail;
Sometimes, someone tenderly speaks the truth.
Sometimes, a nation steps back from war, works for peace, and values human rights;
Sometimes, people forget themselves so that others may be free;
Some days, the goodness of a single life allows us all to see the beauty of our souls.
Sometimes our best efforts do not go amiss;
Some mornings the sun melts a field of sorrow;
And sometimes, even on the toughest day,
we see small seeds of hope, and know that we are blessed.
Murdoch and Anne MacKenzie
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View from
60 Padstow Ave

Many years ago we were house hunting and
went to view a property. From the outside the
house looked bright and tidy, after a recent
coat of paint on the windows and front door
and some work in the garden. But when we
walked into the living room it was so dark!
Being north-facing it was never going to be a
very light room, but I didn’t need a TV
“Changing rooms” expert to tell me that once
the net curtains, dark wall paper, heavily
patterned curtains, and the many large items
of furniture and heavy-framed pictures had
been removed it would be much brighter. If
we had bought the house we would have been
careful how we decorated that room and
what we put in it. However, even a few
changes would have made a difference.

Hopefully by the time we celebrate Easter the
rooms of my life will be much lighter. But
Lent isn’t just about our internal lives: it’s
also about other people and the world. Our
world can be a difficult and fearful place, and
it’s all too easy to feel we’re powerless to
make a difference. But the truth is, with
God's help, we can change the world for good
a little bit every day by the little choices we
make, such as being kind to others, making
time for quiet and fun and sharing what we
have.

Which brings me to Lent, which started on
13th February and continues through March.
For me, Lent is a time to take stock of my life
and see what changes need to be made. I
usually start by asking myself how “bright” I
am inside. Do I have heavy “curtains” that
stop the light coming in (is there anything in
my life that blocks God’s word) and is there a
lot of clutter (sin, unforgiveness, unhelpful
attitudes etc)? It’s difficult to be objective,
because if I’m honest I quite like a lot of the
things that have accumulated, so I ask the
Holy Spirit to help me with this assessment.

Say something kind about someone
behind their back

Of course just knowing what the problem is
doesn’t solve it, so I move into a time of decluttering and re-ordering, getting rid of the
rubbish and sorting out priorities. Some of
this is rather like moving heavy furniture and
actually I can’t shift some of it at all, so I’m so
grateful that Jesus died on the cross to do
that for me. And although I have an idea of
how I would like my life to be re-ordered, I’m
not the owner of this house and I share it
with someone else who must have a say in
the new design. So, again, I ask the Holy
Spirit to help me to work that out.

So here are a few little things to try this Lent;
none of them are too demanding.
Think of 3 different blessings every day and
be thankful

Give up your place in a queue to someone
else
Do a chore for a member of your
household
Buy a coffee and give it to someone else
Have a TV / computer free evening and
do something else
'Buy one get one free' - and give one away
Half the world lives on less than £1.50 a
day. Can you do it for one day?
Have coffee or lunch with someone you
don't know very well
Buy something from a charity shop and
reverse haggle
Contact a family member or friend you
haven't seen for a while
Pick up some litter
And when Lent is over let's celebrate Easter
together – Alleluia!
Heather
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Five = One
Cast your mind back a couple of years and
you may recall that a Pioneer Mission Leader
was appointed in Milton Keynes. This was a
Methodist initiative called Venture X, a Fresh
Expressions scheme where 20 pioneer
mission leaders were placed around the
country to work with 18—35 year olds.
Milton Keynes was chosen and along with
other Parishes, Woughton gave their support
by offering financial help.
Rob Winn was appointed and for a time he
and his young wife lived in the
Methodist Manse on Passmore.
His role was to meet with people
in the City Centre, to listen to
them,
build
positive
relationships and talk to them
about their spiritual needs from
a Christian point of view.

As far back as 2009 the Parish started
work on gaining Charitable Status in
accordance with the law of the land.
All went well, agreement was reached with
3 of the denominations who sponsor the
Parish, just one of them, (the Anglicans)
decided that certain wording needed to be
changed.
Unbelievably it has taken until now for
them to provide the changes they felt were
needed.
The Parish therefore were
required to meet together and
agree what was now on the
table.
This they did on
Saturday 9th February when
unanimously they voted for
the structures that are now
required of us.

I heard that he was to speak at
the morning service at the City
Church on Sunday 10th
February, so, wearing my
’Roundabout hat’ I went along
feeling sure he would talk about his work.
But no, he spoke on the Transfiguration, and
as inspiring as his words were, they did not
tell me what I had gone to hear.

Of course, the document now
has to go back to the 3
Denominations for their
agreement but once this is
received the Parish will at long last be able
to sign the Governing Document (new
word for Constitution) and the job will be
done.

However, when pressed, he did say that he
spends the early hours of most weekends
mingling with young people who frequent
places such as Xscape and the nearby
nightclubs so it was unusual to find him in a
pulpit on a Sunday morning.
He is also
involved with the work being done by the
YMCA and has plans to set up a volunteering
society where people can offer to serve others
in Milton Keynes.

These new rules do demand that we have
representatives on a Parochial Church
Council (PCC) and also other
representatives elected as Trustees. In
practical terms it will mean that each
Church will be required to elect three
people, one member to be on the PCC, one
to be a Trustee and one member on both,
i.e. PCC and Trustee. Meeting together
but with separate voting rights.

It was obvious that he is reaching the parts
that perhaps we in the Church do not reach
and I ask that you remember him and the
work he is doing in your prayers.

Some of our Churches will struggle to find
people to stand for these positions, so do
think and pray about whether or not you
could serve your Church in any of these
roles.

Barbara

Barbara
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Roundabout Woughton
News from around the parish
Easter Cracked

What a treat the ladies
attending the CONNECT
group in February enjoyed!
Hosted by Babs and Barbara
at Lovat Fields, we welcomed
an enthusiast Kevin Varty, to
tell us the story of the Magic
Lantern,

The Cadbury chocolate eggs
have started to appear, thank
you so much, further
donations are welcome (and
needed) please take them
either to the office or let
Barbara have them. There is
a welcome to anyone who
would like to come along to
the sessions, see page 12, it is
so helpful to have church
members mingling with the
children. If you can make a
palm cross, you are doubly
welcome!

Coffee Hall Memorial

With the aid of his
wonderfully restored lantern,
he showed slides, painted on
glass which would have been
the entertainment in the
1800s — it really made us
appreciate the sophistication
we now have and which we
take for granted.
Thank you Ruth for
arranging this speaker,
everyone agreed that it would
be good for him to make a
return visit and to show us
more of his magic.
The
picture shows his lantern, he
didn’t travel light!

The Coffee Hall Memorial
w h i c h w il l b e s i t e d
immediately outside Christ
the Vine, is still at planning
stage having suffered a
succession of delays mostly
from bureaucracy within the
various
MK
Council
departments. It is hoped that
the application will finally be
submitted next week. Your
prayers for smooth progress
and final permission, are
solicited.

From the
Registers
Funerals:
21 Jan Dennis Brown (73)
6 Feb: Michaela Spurling
(50)
7 Feb: Wendy Smith (65)
Baptisms
9 Feb: Greer Isla McCaffrey
at St. Thomas’
Thanksgiving, Naming and
Blessing 17 Feb: RosieCatherine English and
Emily May Louise English

Guitar Club
Bob Hall of Christ the Vine
is to start a guitar club
shortly. He has six local
people asking for this. They
have a venue, but still to
determine a day and time.

Church Chairs
St. Mary’s Church are
replacing their chairs. If you
know of anyone who needs
them, do let Norma know on
670579.
There are 78 black pvc
chairs with chrome legs and
12 green leather carver
armchairs.
If they don’t find homes
locally, we will advertise
more widely via e-bay.

Never miss a sunset or a rainbow because you are looking down.
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DESIGN AND THE DESIGNER
Wernher von Braun, the first director of
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Centre, who's
known as 'the father of the American space
programme,' stated in a published article in
May, 1974:
'One cannot be exposed to the law and
order
of
the
universe
without
concluding that there must be a design
and purpose behind it all…
The better we understand the intricacies of the
universe...the more reason we have found to
marvel at the inherent design upon which it is
based
To be forced to believe only one conclusionthat everything in the universe happened by
chance-would violate the very objectivity of
science itself…
What random process could produce the
brains of a man or the system of the human
eye?...They [evolutionists] challenge science to
prove the existence of God. But must we really
light a candle to see the sun?...They say they
cannot visualise a designer. Well, can a
physicist visualise an electron? What strange
rationale makes some physicists accept the
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inconceivable electron as real, while refusing to
accept the reality of a designer on the ground
that they cannot conceive Him?'
The devotional you are reading was not the
result of an explosion in a printing press.
No, if there's a book, then there must be a
publisher.
If there's a building, then there must be an
architect and builder.
If there's a work of art, then there must be an
artist.
'Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who
created all these? He who brings out the starry
host one by one, and calls them each by name.
Because of his great power and mighty
strength, not one of them is missing.'
Taken from UCB ‘Word for Today’

MORNING PRAYER
Lord, in the quiet of this morning hour I
come to You for peace and wisdom.
Power to view the world today through love
filled eyes;
Be patient, understanding, gentle, wise;
Make deaf my ears to slander that is told;
Silence my tongue to all that is unkind;
Let only thoughts that bless dwell in my
mind;
Let me so kindly be—so full of cheer that all
I meet may feel Your presence near;
Oh clothe me in Your beauty, this I pray.
Let me reveal You Lord, through all the day.
Kindly sent in by Doreen Evans,
Christ the Vine

H.W.MASON & SONS
FULLY OWNED & ADMINISTERED BY THE MASON FAMILY
Offering a Full Service Including Green and Natural Funerals

MEMORIALS
Individually designed & carved by highly qualified craftsmen at our local premises
Bridge House
Victoria Road Bletchley
Tel: 01908 642700

9 High Street
Newport Pagnell
Tel: 01908 611112

68a Wolverton Road
Stony Stratford
Tel: 01908 561561

Rest Chapel East Street
Olney
Tel: 01908 611112
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Roundabout Reminiscences

Hands up those of you who remember this?
It is the banner designed by Mike Kippax, Minister at Christ the Vine Community Church,
Coffee Hall, for our very first Roundabout. It wasn’t until March 2009 that we moved to the
current banner which was designed by Alan Antunes and was printed in colour for the first
time.
How it has progressed over the years, it is now stapled, has grown from 8 pages to 12, from
black to colour, can be in A4 or A5 and above all, can be read on line and as I said last month,
it won a national award for Church magazines.
Whilst the production of a monthly magazine by other Parishes in Milton Keynes gradually
ceased, the Woughton Parish has carried on with ten issues each year, all made possible by a
small team who have supported me for many years.
Tributes are due to Jedidah Onchere, who guided me in the first steps of understanding
Publisher and layout. Jedidah has left the Parish but I remain in touch with her as a friend.
Nick Pandya, journalist at the Guardian and formally a member of St. Mary’s, has met with
me each month to read through what I have produced, tweaking words here and there and
ensuring that my grammar matched his impeccable knowledge of this subject. Thank you
Nick for all your help and your friendship.
Norma Baldwin who in recent years has been my proof reader, as we all know, not much gets
past Norma. Would you believe that when reading the very first copy which I retrieved from
files in the office she immediately spotted an error—evidence that we didn’t have such an
excellent proof reader in the early days.
Sophie Pond who, for a long time, with the help of her trusty bicycle, distributed copies of the
Roundabout to the different Churches ensuring that they had them ready to distribute.
Barbara Timmins who assisted me when I worked in the Parish office as Administrator,
Barbara would come along on a Thursday and became the IC of the photocopier.
Thank you to everyone for reading and appreciating what has been produced and thank you
to those of you who have felt able to submit copy. Over the years I have been through several
sharp learning curves—but as they say, you are never too
old to learn!
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Letter from John Robertson,
the Director of Ecumenical Mission
Dear Friends,
As we move through Lent, we get closer to that central formative story of
our Christian faith, the passion narrative of Jesus. Engaging with that
story, of course, has a profound effect on our own story: in the light of the
death and resurrection of Jesus, we understand ourselves differently.
Deliberately returning to that story year by year, as Lent invites us to do,
exposing ourselves once again to its life-changing power, we find an ever
deeper response to its meaning and its call upon our lives.
What happens when we engage in mission is an echo of the effect of that story in our modern
world as it touches other people’s lives. That echo is heard whenever evil is confronted or
forgiveness offered and received, whenever life triumphs over death or suffering has a
redemptive dimension, whenever our life encounters are characterized by gift and service rather
than demand and selfishness.
Too often, I think, we allow the stories we have to tell of such things to remain untold, perhaps
failing to make the connection or not recognizing their significance. Yet those stories are,
precisely because they are living echoes of that formative story of the Passion, a real witness to
our faith and so demand to be told. The key to making the connection is to enter into the spirit of
Lent, reflecting on the Passion and engaging with it in prayer. When we do that, it is then only a
short step to telling the story.
That is why, on our new Mission Partnership website, I am inviting you to send in your news
stories from a mission perspective. We can then gather together a living witness which will speak
to the wider community as well as inspiring us to discipleship.
You can visit the new website at www.missionpartnership.org.uk and contact us with your
stories. Please keep them short (150 words is ample) and provide pictures (sent as separate
attachments please) if possible.
With every Blessing for a Holy Lent,
John Robertson

WE’RE LIVE!!
The new Mission Partnership website is now up and running. Why not have a
look, make it a regular habit, this way you will be kept up to date with all that is
happening in the life of the Churches in Milton Keynes.
They would love to hear from you. Events happening in the Parish can be
advertised and will reach a much wider audience than perhaps we have been able
to achieve in the past.

www.missionpartnership.org.uk .
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Food to Enjoy

Food for Thought

Mary Berry Bake Off

In Florida, an atheist hired a lawyer to bring a
discrimination case against Christians and Jews and
the observance of Christmas and Passover holy days.
His argument was that it was unfair that atheists
had no such recognised days.

On 14th February residents from Lovat
Fields partnered students from
Oakgrove School for a Bake Off.
A recipe plus the ingredients were
provided, and the residents each given
£5 to purchase the decorations.
It was a wonderful opportunity for the
old to teach the young and for the young
to help the old.
Partnered with sometimes two students,
the ladies made use of the help on hand
and the students soon found themselves
weighing, whisking, rolling and then
contributing their own ideas for
decorating.
In true Mary Berry fashion, the cakes
were cut and tasted and a winner
announced.
On returning to Lovat
Fields, the winner’s husband said he
always knew she was the best cake
maker around!
A book of recipes and pictures will be
produced by the school and sold raising
money for Comic Relief.

invite you to
come and meet
friends on a
Wednesday or
Friday morning 10am-noon.
There are a variety of tasty
treats on sale plus wonderful
coffee!

Sophia Pond Family Tree
Researcher
If you would like some help, advice and
any other information on creating your
own family tree, please contact me.
Telephone 01908 234943
Mobile
07917163342
Email sophia@pond85.orangehome.co.uk

When the case was brought before a judge, after
listening to the passionate presentation by the
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel and declared
"Case dismissed!"
The lawyer immediately objected to the ruling:
"Your honour, how can you possibly dismiss this
case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and
others. The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and
Hanukah, yet my client and other atheists have no
such holidays."
The judge leaned forward in his chair. "But you do,"
he said, "your client is woefully ignorant."
"Your honour," said the lawyer, "we're not aware of
any special observance or holidays for atheists."
The judge replied: "The calendar says that April 1st
is April Fool's Day. Psalm 14:1 states: 'The fool has
said in his heart, there is no God.' So it is the
opinion of this court, if your client says there is no
God, he's a fool and April 1st is his day.
The court is adjourned" -

Peter Blythe, Chester
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PYGs
Thinking about Lent

Happy New Year

It’s that time again… the time of year
when we consider what we need to do

Happy New Year from PYGs! 2013 is looking
bright, and we’re so excited!

to ‘spring clean’ our hearts in the run up
to Easter.

This year we’re trying a few new things out, so
watch this space for different events and
sessions.

This year, we’ve all pledged to really
think about what Lent means. Rather
than giving up chocolate or crisps, we
have decided to give up those things
that take our time away from God. For
some of us, this means giving up 30
minutes a day that we would normally
spend watching tv or playing on the
computer to have a quiet time or read
the Bible instead.
For others, this means giving up
Facebook and Twitter for 40 days to
spend more time with God, to break
addictive behavior and change our
habits.
For still others, this means taking things
on, signing up to 40acts.org.uk and
committing to doing 40 acts of random
kindness over Lent.
Whatever we’ve chosen to do, our aim
is to deepen our relationships with God,
to love Him better, know Him better and
hear Him better at the end of Lent.
Please pray for us as we dedicate
ourselves this Lent to getting
uncomfortable and doing things
differently!!

Our session topics will include Heaven and
Hell, superheroes, judging and more.
As we have a few PYGs going off to uni this
year, we’re also organizing a Fusion course to
support them in finding a church when they
arrive, and to stay close to God when they’re
away from home.

SOUL SURVIVOR!!
This year, we’re going to week A in Staffordshire
for the very first time and we can’t wait J
Five days of mud, milkshakes, worship and Bible
studies – for some of us, it will be our last time
camping with PYGs as we make our way to university.
Please pray for us as we prepare for Soul Survivor,
getting emotionally, financially, practically and spiritually ready to spend a week in retreat with God.
PYGS Sessions
Every Sunday except the first of the month 6-8
PM Christ the Vine Community Church, Coffee
Hall
If anyone aged 1111-18 would like to come hang out
with us, please come along – we’d love to meet
you! If you have any questions, ideas or random
thoughts of your own, please contact Krystal
Gledhill at krystalgledhill@gmail.com.
krystalgledhill@gmail.com.
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Roundabout– the City
News from around Milton Keynes
Dementia: Exploding the
Myths and Offering Hope

Godfrey Birtill @ Cock
Hotel, Stony Stratford

Saturday 2nd March
10.00 am to 12 noon
in the Small Hall at the Church of Christ the
Cornerstone.
This workshop will be led by the Revd Dr
Margaret Goodall, MHA (Methodist Homes)
Chaplaincy Advisor.
Who is it for?
Anyone who would like to know more about
dementia and how we can offer care and
understanding to those with dementia. There
will be an opportunity to explore together what
dementia is and perhaps to discover new ways of
approaching it.
Resources that offer practical suggestions will be
available - some free to take away, others to
browse.

PRAISE & WORSHIP

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 9th March
8.30 am at Frosts Garden Centre,
Woburn Sands.
Speakers Rev. Ralph Willcox, Lennis and
Martin from St. Michael’s Church, Woburn
Sands and the Langley House Trust.
“We have a story to tell”.
Tickets £6, to book a place contact Richard tel:
01908 765948 or Matthew tel: 01908 282423

Quiet Afternoon for Maundy
Thursday
Thursday 28th March 2.00 to 5.00 pm at the
Well at Willen with Fr. Edmund Wheat SSM
followed by Passover Meal at 6.00 pm. To book
a place or find out more tel: 01908 242190 or
email bookingsatthewell@willen.org.uk

Fri 22ND March – 7.30 pm—11 pm
If you’ve never been ‘Birtilled’ then you
should definitely attend this event!!
A unique worship leader renowned for his
flamboyant style, his love of the gospel and
musical enthusiasm,
this promises to be a fast-paced evening.
Supported by local worship musicians.
Tickets £8:00 – email:
mikebaldwin59@o2.co.uk
http://www.godfreyb.com/

Love at the Limits:
Euthanasia and Assisted
Dying
Monday 11th March
7.30 pm at the Quaker Centre, Oakley
Gardens, Downhead Park. An open
discussions
for
thinking
Christians
organised by the Milton Keynes Theology
Forum. Introduction by Revd. Steve
Barnes, Chaplain to Willen Hospice. An
evening examining tough questions.
All are welcome.
Is the pressure to assist the end of life
growing? Is there a right to die? How
does our understanding of personhood
influence our approach to death? How do
we care for the dying? What are the
ethical, theological, pastoral, medical and
social issues involved? What are the
Christian distinctives in the debate? How
do we care for medical staff and family
members? Is a decision to withdraw
medical care for the person alone or for
their family? Are the issues different if a
younger person is terminally ill?
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Churches
Christ the Vine
Community
Church
Coffee Hall
10.45 am
Holy Trinity
Church Woolstone
10.30 am
St. Mary’s
Church Woughton
on the Green
8.30 am & 9.45 am
St. Thomas’
Church Simpson
10.30 am
Trinity Church
Fishermead
10.30 am

The Parish Office at Christ the Vine Community Church
Jonathans Coffee Hall
is open on a Tuesday morning.
Photocopying and laminating facilities are available.
Telephone: 01908 392583
e-mail: office@woughton.org
Woughton Roundabout is the monthly magazine of the
Woughton Ecumenical Parish - Anglican, Baptist, Methodist
and United Reformed Churches working together.
Items for consideration in the next edition must be handed to
the editor, whose decision is final,
by the 15th of the preceding month:
Barbara Albone, 350 Japonica Lane, Willen Park, Milton
Keynes MK15 9EG (Tel: 665113) email: BarbAlbone@aol.com
Layout Design Nick Pandya e-mail:
nick.pandya@guardian.co.uk
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Who to contact
The Woughton Staff Team
Rev. Paul Norris (371824)
Rev Heather Pollard (678281)
Rev. Cathi Williams (674742)
To contact the ministers, please telephone
01908 392583
or visit the website
www.woughton.org

Bereavement Care
Tel: 392583
Email office@woughton.org

Connect -Women’s Group
Tel: 392583
Email office@woughton.org

Bell Ringers
(St Mary’s and St Thomas’)
Mr Brian Baldwin Tel: 670579
email Brianbaldwin@dslpipex.com

PYGs (Young People’s Group)
Krystal Gledhill 07791674808

ABC
(Adults, Babies and Children’s
Groups)
01908 392583

Christenings
For all Christening Enquiries, contact
Heather Pollard on 678281
email Heather@woughton.org

Wedding Bookings
Couples interested in making a booking are
invited to come to the Parish Office, Christ
the Vine Community Church, Jonathans, Coffee
Hall, on any Wednesday evening between
6:30—7:00 pm.
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Events in March
Sun 3rd

6 pm Prayer and Praise at Trinity Church Fishermead

ABC (Adults, Babies and Children) welcoming accompanied children under school
age
Tues 5th
9.30 am—11.00 am at Christ the Vine and 10.00am—11.30 am at St. Mary’s. Today
and on 12th, 19th and 26th
Wed 6th

10am—noon Café Vine open offering tasty treats and coffee. Open today and each
Wednesday of the month. See advert on page 8.

Thurs 7th and on 14th, 21st and 28th—ABC at Christ the Vine 10am—11.30am.
Sat 9th

10am—noon Table Top and Cake Stall at Christ the Vine

Sun 10th

6.00—8.00 pm PYG meet at Christ the Vine Community Church, Coffee Hall, also
on 17th, 24th and 31st

Wed 13th

7.30 pm Assembly Meeting of the Mission Partnership at Whaddon Way Church
Centre—all welcome.

Tuesday
19th—
Friday
22nd

Easter Cracked at Christ the Vine, Coffee Hall welcoming Year 6 Children

Thurs
28th

Fri 29th

Maundy Thursday—7.30 pm at St Thomas, Simpson
Good Friday service at Trinity Noon—3 pm
All-age prayer stations at St. Mary’s 11.30am—2.30 pm. People can drop in at any
point between these times, it should be suitable both for families/children and for
adults.
Communion service led by James at 2.45 pm.
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